''Now it is time that I instruct you when and for
what you may change your intention without re-
proach. For truly a man may change purpose and
plan when the cause for them is removed, or when
a new condition arises. For the law says that new con-
ditions demand new counsels. And Seneca says: 'If
thy plan be come to the ears of thine enemy, change
thy plan/ You may also change your plan if it de-
velops that, through error or for other reason, harm
will ensue from following it. Also, if your counselling
is dishonest, or comes of a false premise, change your
plan. For the laws provide that all dishonest man-
dates are invalid. And plans may be altered if they
are impossible of fulfilment, or may not well be
performed.
"And take this for a general rule: That every coun-
sel that is so rigorously established that it cannot be
altered, for any condition that may arise, I say that
that counsel is vicious."
This Melibeus, when he had heard all the doc-
trines of his wife, Dame Prudence, answered her
thus: "Dame, so far you have well and agreeably
taught me, in a general way, how I should govern
myself in the choosing and in the rejecting of coun-
cillors. But now I would fain have you descend to
the particular, and tell me how you like them and
how they appear to you—I mean, the councillors who
have been already chosen in the present need."
"My lord," said she, "I beg of you, in all humility,
that you will not wilfully object to my reasons, nor
allow anger to enter your heart, even though I
should say things that must displease you. For God
knows that, as for my intention, I speak to your best
interest, your honour, and your advantage. And,
truly, I hope that your benignity will take it all in
patience. Trust me,, your counselling in this case
should not be called counselling, properly speaking,
but only a motion to do folly; and you have erred
in many ways.
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